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Viruses and the Plague

Virus-
Latin for Poison.  It was first used in 1890 to describe agents that caused diseases but were smaller than bacteria.

Epidemic-
according to the Oxford Medical Dictionary.  A epidemis is a sudden outbreak of infectious disease that spreads rapidly through the population, affecting a large proportion of people.

Some of the most famous epidemic viruses would be pneumonia, cholera, gonorrhea, caused by bacteria and smallpox, measles, hepatitis and not to mention: HIV caused by viruses.

1320-
The black death began as an epidemic in the Gobi desert and spread to China.  By 1400 it had reduced the population of China by 30 percent.  Roughly 7000 people died each day at the height of the epidemic.  

During war efforts, they used the dead as a means of viral warfare.  The Chinese catapulted the dead into enemy territory, when the men went home, they took the disease with them.  In Greenland, it is believed that the black plague may have killed the Viking settlements. In its course, the Black Death carried away a greater proportion of the world's people than any other disease or war in history.

1995-  A rare African virus stricks a village in Kikwit southwestern Zaire.  Ebola

1976-
Zaire had its first outbreak of Ebola in which over 300 cases were reported with a 90 percent fatality rate.

Today Ebola is only one of several types of deadly viruses detected over the last 25 years.  Other lethal African viruses include Marburg, Lassa, Rift Valley Fever and HIV.

1970-
Smallpox was eradicated by a worldwide effort.

1986-
a vaccine for hepatitis B was developed especially for health care workers and others who may be exposed to blood that may contain the virus.

Syphilis is believed to have began to infect the European community in 1493, just after the Columbus exposition to the New World.  It wasn't until 1943 were the antibiotic penicillin was introduced.

2019-
COVID-19 is a respiratory illness caused by a new virus. Symptoms include fever, coughing, a sore throat and shortness of breath. The virus can spread from person to person. Currently there is no treatment for COVID-19. Coronaviruses are a large family of viruses that cause respiratory infections. These can range from the common cold to more serious diseases.

COVID-19 is a disease caused by a new form of coronavirus. It was first reported in December 2019 in Wuhan City in China.

Other coronaviruses include Middle East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS) and Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS).
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